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That any group of persons desiring to stage a march or demonstration with 

the Republic of Liberia must first obtain from the Minister of Justice of the 

Republic of Liberia a permit to do so.” 

But the Ministry has contended thus: 

“In the instant case, un-rebuttable evidence adduced at trial shows that Co-defendants Peter 

Zuweh, the Elders and the Tokardeh progressive Youth wrote the County Attorney of Nimba 

County for permission to carry out a demonstration on the 3rd of July, 2014… The evidence also 

shows that the County Attorney did not permit the Youth group to carry out the demonstration 

as requested on the 3rd of July, 2014 because the time was short to allow for proper Police 

coordination….The evidence further shows that despite the refusal of the County Attorney to 

permit any demonstration, the demonstration was still carried out by the Youth group and the 

Elders…It was therefore against the law of our country for the Defendants to engage in 

demonstration or March without the permission of the County Attorney who represents the 

Minister of Justice in the respective County.” 

We must remark here that Opinions of the Supreme Court of Liberia apply 

to, are binding on and enforceable as against all persons and institutions 

within the bailiwick of the Republic of Liberia. Declarations by the Supreme 

Court are laws in this jurisdiction until otherwise recalled by the Court. The 

holding by this Court articulated in the cited case, Republic of Liberia v. 

Grand Coalition, to the effect that to host a public march/demonstration 

without prior permit issued by the Minister of Justice is illegal, remains the 

law of this Republic, as we are unaware of any recall to the contrary. We 

affirm this established principle of law. We however hold and further 

recognize that organizing, staging and hosting a public march or 

demonstration is in exercise of a constitutional right. It therefore follows that 

persons affected by an undue withholding of a permit to exercise this right 

by the Minister of Justice without cause may seek court intervention in every 

instance. 
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To conclude, this Court reiterates that the primary object of prosecution is and has 

never been to convict for the sake of it. Every criminal conviction in the Republic, 

examined by this Court is affirmed only upon the evidence legally obtained and 

properly placed before the court of law.  

Along this line, we have taken due note of a very serious point raised by defense 

counsel, both in its brief and during arguments before us. Counsel argued that the 

State presented “scanty evidence at best” to link most of the defendants to the 

crimes charged in the indictment. Defense counsel reminded the Court that every 

conviction in the Republic of Liberia must be exclusively based on the evidence 

properly introduced before the court called upon to enter such a judgment. 

This Court has painstakingly examined the records, found therein the prima facie 

evidence introduced by the State and thereupon determine and therefore 

comment as to the following named six (6) appellants/defendants, i.e. (1) Peter 

Zuweh; (2) Jerome Zuweh; (3) Saye Garteh; (4) Olando Korto; (5) Fred Saye; and 

(6) Saye Jerbo. Defense insists that the State presented not a scintilla of evidence, 

be it in any shape, form or manner, to connect the six named appellants to the 

commission of the crimes charged. In this regard, counsel, in its bill of exceptions, 

further argued that “it was against the weight of the evidence to hold all of the 

defendants Guilty of all the crimes charged in the indictment because a 

conspiratorial link among the defendants was not established by the prosecution.” 

We do not agree. As we stated before, under the conspiracy theory, criminal 

liability is not attached to a party because of his physical or personal execution of 

a crime. Criminal liability is attached to a co-conspirator on account of 

conspirator’s conduct, participation and execution of the crime or multiple crimes 

planned, organized, orchestrated and masterminded jointly by the conspirators. 

His or her personal physical presence at the scene of the commission of the crime 

is not required for conviction. Liberian Penal Law, Title 26, Chapter 10, Section 

10.4 provides that a person is guilty of a conspiracy to commit a crime if, with the 

purpose of promoting or facilitating its commission, he agrees with one or more 

persons to engage in or cause the performance of conduct which constitutes the 

crime, and any one or more of such persons does an act to effect the object of the 

conspiracy. 






