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AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 14, QFFENSES INVOLVING
DANGER TO THE PERSON, TITLE 26, PENAL CODE, LIBERIAN
CODES REVISED BY ADDING THERETO SUBCHAPTER (E) UNDER
THE TITLE “CONTROLLED DRUG AND SUBSTANCES ACT OF

2023”

It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic of Liberia in
Legislature Assembled ' -

Subchapter E CONTROLLED DRUGS AND SUBSTANCES

§ 14.80. Repealers
Sections 41.22, 41.23, 41.24, 41 25 41.26,41.27, and 4 .28, Chapter|41 Control ofNarcotlc ‘
Drugs, Part V Regulation of Drugs, Public Health Law Liberian Codes: Re\nsed are hereby
repealed. Section 17.5, Chapter 17 Offenses Agamst Pubhc Order, Penal Law of the Liberian
Codes Rewsed is hereby amended by deleting there from the words "parcotlcs or other drug,
not therapeutically administered". '

§ 14 81. Amendments

~ Chapter 14 Offenses Involving Danger to the Person Penal Law, leerlan Code of Laws
Revised is hereby amended to add thereto Subchapter E Controlled Drugs and Substances, to
read as follows:

§ 14.82. Deﬁnitions

Cannabis: Cannabis is that which is commonly knoWn as marijua'né include all parts of the
plant Cannabis Sativa, whether growing or not, the seeds thereof, the resin extracted from any
part of such plant, and every compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture or preparation
of such plant, its seed or resin; but shall not include the mature stalks of such plant, fibres
produced from such stalks, oils or cake made from the seeds of such plant, any other compound,
manufacture, salt derivative, mixture or preparatlon of such mature stalks (except the resin
extracted therefrom), fiber, oil, or cake, or the sterilized seeds of such plant which cannot
germinate.

Controlled drug or substance: Means any of the drugs or substances in schedules I, H, III,
1V contained in the Annex to this subchapter and as may be amended from time to time by the
Minister.

Controlled precursors and essential chemicals: Means any of the precursors and essential
chemicals listed in Tables I and II to this subchapter and as may be amended from time to time
by the minister. '
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Export or exportation: Means the physical transfer of drugs or substances from Liberia to
another country or to any place outside the territory Liberia;

Import or importation: Means the physical transfer of drugs or substances to Liberia from -
another country or from any place outside the territory of Liberia;

License and licensed: Means to have a written certificate or permit issued by the Minis'try of
- Health and Social Welfare for the purposes of this subchapter.

. Minister: Means the Minister of Health. .
Physician: A person licensed to practice medicine in Liberia.
Pharmacist: A person licensed as a Pharmacist under the laws of Liberia. -

Practitioner: Means a ‘medical doctor or nurse, duly authorized to practice as such under the
laws of lecrla

Traffic or trafficking: Means, in respect of the controlled substance included in schcdules 5
I1, 11, 1V, and table I and II contained in the Annexed to this subchapter.

a. To sell, administer, give, provide, transfer, transport, and send or deliver the substance by
any means; or

b To sell an authorization to obtain the substance; or

¢. To offer to do anything mentioned in (a) or (b);

| ] Sy
§14.83. Unlicensed importation of controlled drugs or substances E '

1. Offense. A person commits an offense if he/she purposely or knowingly imports into Liberia
any controlled drugs or substances listed in schedules I, I1, 111, and IV, 'o‘r precursor or essential
chemical listed in table I and Table II and contamed in the annex to this subchapter without a
license from the Minister. ' '

2 Grading. The offense of unlicensed lmpcrtmg of controlled drug or substances shall be
graded as follows: ' '

a. ‘Where the subject matter of the offense is a drug or substances listed in schedule I, or
precursor or essential chemical listed in Table I and Table II'to be used for the purpose’of
trafficking, the person shall be guilty of a felony of the first degree and punishable to a prison
term of a minimum of ten years and not exceeding twenty years consistent with provisions of
the Penal Code Section 50.5 and 50.6. The offense shall be a grave offense and shall not be
bailable.

b. ~ Where the subject matter of the offense is a drug or substances listed in schedule II, T -
and IV to be used for the purpose of trafficking, the person .shall be guilty of a second degree
felony punishable to a prison term of not less than five years and not exceeding ten-years
pursuant to the provisions of section 50.5 and 50.6 of the Penal Law of Liberia. As to the matter



of bail, only cash to the value of the bond; or cash deposit in the bank to the value of the bond
as evidenced by a bank certificate.

§14.84. Unlicensed exportation of controlled drugs or substances |

1. Offense. A oerson commits an offense if he/she exports out of Liberia any controlled drug
or substance listed in schedules I, I1, I11, or [V or precursor or essential chemical listed in. Table
I or Table II herein, or exports consignment of such controlled drugs and substances to a post
office box other than the person named on the authorization, or exports conSIgnment of such

substance out of Liberia without a license issued by the Minister. - ‘L

2. Grading. The offense of unlicensed exportmg of controlled drugs or substances shall be

graded follows:

a. Where the subject matter of the offense is a drug or substances listed in schedule I, or
precursor or essential chemical listed in Table I and Table II.to be used for the purpose of
trafficking, the person shall be guilty of a felony of the first degree and if otherwise used for a
different purpose, shall be guilty of a second degree felony Sentence shall be consistent with
provisions of the Penal Law at Section 50.5 and 50.6. The offense shall be a grave offense and
shall not be bailable. '

b. Where the subject matter of the offense is a drug or substances listed in schedule 11, 111
and TV to be used for the purpose of trafficking, the person shall be guilty of a second degree
felony and if otherwise used for a different purpose which shall constitute an offense; shall be
guilty of a first degree misdemeanor. Punishment for the violation of this section shall not be
less than five years or consistent section 50.5 and 50.6 of the Penal’ Law of Liberia: As to the
matter of bail, only cash to the value of the bond; or cash deposit in the bank to the value of the
bond as evidenced by a bank certificate. '

§14.85. Unlicensed sale, trading administration, dispensation, delivery, distribution,
dispatch in transit, and transportation of controlled drug or substance

1. Offense. A person commits an offense if he/she sells or offers for sale, or trades, or
administers, or dispenses, or delivers or gives away to another, or distributes or dispatches in
transit, or transports any controlled drug and substance listed in schiedules I, II, IIl and TV or
acts as a broker in any of such transactions without a license from the Minister. And no
consignment of such drugs or controlled substance while in transit or being stored in a bonded
warehouse shall be subject to any process which would .change the nature of the drug in
question. ' '

2. Grading. The offense of unlicensed sale, trading, administration, dispensation, delivery,
dispatch in transit and transportation of controlled drugs -or substances shall be graded as
follow:



d.

Where the subject matter of the offense is a drug or substances listed in schedule I, or
precui‘sor or essential chemical listed in Table I and Table II to be used for the purpose
of trafficking, the person shall be guilty of a felony of the first degree and, if used
otherwise, shall be guilty of a second degree felony and shall serve a sentence between
10 to 20 years as prescribed in Section 50.5 and 50.6 of the Penal Law of Liberia. Where
the offense is deemed a first degree felony, it shall be a grave offense ad shall not be -
bailable. Where the offense is deemed a second degree felony, for the purpose of bail,
only cash to the value of twice the bond; or cash deposit in the bank to the value of
twice the bond as evidenced by a bank certificate .

Where the subject matter of the offense is a drug or substances listed in schedule 11, 111
and 1V to be used for the pu.rpose of trafficking, the person shall be guilty of a second -
degree felony and if used otherwise, shall be guilty of a first degree ‘misdemeanor.
Punishment shall range between three to five years or more depending on the
circumstances or as prescribed in Section 50.5 and 50.6 of 'th% Penal Law of Liberia.
As to the matter of bail, only cash to the value of the bond; or cash deposit in the bank

to the value of the bond as evidenced by a bank certificate.

§14.86. Unlicensed manufacture of controlled .drugs or substances

1.

Offense. A person commits an offense if the person engages in the manufacture or
preparation of any drugs or substances listed in Schedules I, II, III, IV or precursor or
essential chemicals listed in Table I and Table II without a license from the Minister.

Grading. the offense of unlicensed manufacture of contro]led drug and substances shall be

a.

' graded as follows:

Where the subject matter of the offense is a drug or substances listed in schedule I, or
precursor or essential chemical listed in Table I and Table II to be used for the purpose
of trafficking, the person shall be-guilty of a felony of the first degree and; if used
otherw:se shall be guilty of a second degree felony. For .violation of this section,

_ sentence shall range between 10 to 20 years or as prescribed in Section 50.5 and 50.6

of the Penal Law of Liberia. Where the offense is deemed a first degree felony, it shall
be a grave offense and shall not be bailable. Where the offense is deemed a second
degree felony, for the purpose of bail, only cash to the value of twice the bond; or cash
deposit in the bank to the value of twice the bond as evidenced by a bank certifi cate.

Where the subject matter of the offense is a drug or substances listed in schedule 11, I11
and IV to be used for the purpose of trafficking, the person shall be guilty of a second
degree felony and if used otherwise, shall be guilty of a first degree misdemeanor.
Punishment for violation of this section shall range between three to five years or more
depending on the circumstances or as prescribed in Section 50.5 and 50.6 of the Penal
Law of Liberia. As to the matter of bail, only cash to the value of the bond; or cash

deposit in the bank to the value of the bond as evidenced by a bank certificate.
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