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THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ACT O 1019

i... HEREAS, there isa high incidence of domestic violence within the Liberian society;

W
sOCkIy;

A8, survivorsiv 14 are dniong, e most vulnerabie members &

5Ehmﬁu>¢ domestic - violence takes on many forms, acts which may be no_:n._&nn_ in.a wide
range  of domestic and other relationships, and  remedies S_ﬁm::«, available w tht
survivorsvictiims of domestic violence have proven ineffeetive;

WHEREAS, domestiz violence is & serions soctal ¢ vit and a erime mrmsm.» the individual =nd
sociery, which should not be exensed or talerated;

ST Y
withir the

dren, acciirring,

L i :

and o m?&ca_ and seesrity of the person, and ryn

Liberia tewatds anding &immnr in nmnmc:_m;,. apring women and children, including oblipations
T -

e Tight to guality

Wornan Ea thie Rights of the- Q._E and

¢ National Cender Policy 2009 n:mcin.m by the Q.cﬁ_.nﬁnmm. of the
IS . .

WHREEAS pursuant 1o th

; Lz 4 wkete rangs 0fk
and propgrams inclidiug saising pblic awareness and public mdcom:am o Eo subject, ,.x.umna En
ak ;,J o Hm: rxmu HATRFERER om: ers 1o assist strvivorsiviciims and to enforee the vt effectively in

: sradiions! ledders wy be novre of the
. s wvislenee, provide Bir and traia couaselors
w0 mcng: mn?zoqw\sanam om ﬂ_oammno So_msom Ea to rehabilifate perpetrators ef domestic
3 ‘oree Chaired by the Ministry ol Gender,
: . v Ministiy  of  Justice  (MOJ), Mulg-
xrcmn%xg,m‘s_%:c Byomaestic :.n?mno Uamam “Subcommitice Chairdd by Codification
Peparirnznt MO, Cuchalr by the Law Refoom Conunission; comprebensive suppors services
neluding survivors/victims of abuse and their Tamilies;

WHEREAS, 1w prov
provide punishment andfor rehabilitation for perpetrators of domestic viojence and to provide for

the procedure and. guidelines lo be followed in relation to the protection and’ compensation of

Viciirn §/survivorsof domestic violence:

infernati cma. SBE:EE“F and obligatiosns of

le protection, and reliel.of suivivorsivictims of damestic violence: 1o

NOW TEEREFORE, It is cnacted by the Senate und House of Representatives of the Republic
of Libetia in Legistature. Assembled:

SECTION 1.

Vite 26, Penad Law, Choprer 14, Offenses Against the Family, Liberian Code of Laws Revised, is
hereby amended 10 add Suhchapter A, Domestic Violence to read as follows:

Chapter 16. (Mfenses Against the Family, Subthapter A. Bomesti¢ Violence.
TPurpose of the Acl
1: The u_.:..vom_u of the act is'to:

(0] Reoimi

n_v

s domestic violence as u serfons crime against the individual and socicty
wihich, tales anmmny farms, including physies) abirse; sexual abuse, neglect; and
exploftation..

te gpeessibithy of rempdios underthe Aot in asder 1o provide hnmediaie and
mgrnm:.m assistance and protection for victims/survivors

iz tial the gystem has i neftbctively dealt with .W.MB:M violence in the past,
.mm_cgzm ahusers to éscape effective prosecution ot financial liability, and has not
maﬁc.ﬁm? mnraaiamma the eriminal nature of domestic viclence? that, although

H

tntbere o appropriately

1d) Support the m.mmq.;.m af victims/fsurvivers of domiesiic violence to aveid further abuse hy
promptly ciifering and d .m:,:,_ Fﬂm;nﬁa cour! arders ﬁ:n: ?c_.:u:, ;.a:fu unn

Hld enstody aud economic Eicﬁ._ 50 that vietims are e :.muvma i mvz,,_r;
sitwatinns by fear of fetaliation, loss of a'child, financial dependence, of loss of homé.

T the respopsibilities, asd soppbnl the offtnts of law énforcement oificers to
39 ide fmiaediate. effective assistance and: protection for victims of domestic.
viglerice.. .

876,20, Drefinificas

Far the purposes of this Subchapter,

1. “child” means:

{a) & person vider the age of eighteen (18);

(b} achild &f both parties to a married:




a child whether o nat a child of either party to a marriage, who is or has been fiving
in the houschold as 4 member ofthe family;

¢y & child of 8 man and 4 wontin who, afthovgh not married to each other, are living.or
fave [ived together in the same household:

{23 & ohild whethor wonot 3 child i the man wid womsn referred to in paragraph {d} or
either of them:

(i}  who is orhas been a member of their household; or

{1y wha resides @ thet household on avegolar basizy or

(i} iz o child o whom eitlier the madi or woman. is & guardiang

e ir-the sande houselold Wt ob & regular Basis visits histhee

fivy  who dooy pot:
parentiguardiars,

lahig, 2:4 fhey anie fianl .&.. ik by the tmanr used of i a:gwa tor b used,
g knowh 1o by capeble of producing death ¢r serions bodily injury as defined in Seétion
.7 ofthe Pandl Taw .

“gomesthe rek sianskip” mcans a fi Bm.&.. refationship, or g aﬁmnzﬁﬁn ina .uoﬁ.nmzw
situation (hat cxists or has exisied bétween a man and a woman, complainant and a
and fncln rebitionship where the complainangs

&

B3 of 4 marriage notwithstanding

wnnod, b mnaried 1o

dant i o ral
§,owere nal msie

(3} and the defendantd ore parends of s ¢hild, are expecting n child together or are foster
parems of adoptive parents to a child;

fas

in

xu :r 13 5

and the defendant are family members related by consanguinity, affinity ovadoptiot,
or would be 5o related if they are married either customiily or under any law. which
is consistent with Liberian Domestic Relations Law, or were ablete be married, or if
they were lving togethier as spouses although they are pot married;

and tht defendant share o1 shared the same residency or arg eo-tenants, oF is or Was
financially dependent on the other;

Is a parent, an eldedy blood refative, or is an elderly person who isby law a relative of
the defendant;
is 4 house-help whether or not living jn the household of the déefendant;

tives in or attends g public or private care institution including schools and is under the
care and control ofthe defendant;

{5 in o relationship detcimined By the court 1o be's denestic relationship.

v psyehological Manm or saffering to women, men, or nw:E.F:.
sets, codrohon oF mquﬁé anw:.nm:on of liberty, f:rﬁsﬁ.
i b P 43 Wf.:..:»? i oan exiytn
?EF of domastie violence include, Hut are not Iimited w:

omﬁ:? : 1

& Sa:.:nw ioa
BRIty

ﬁqnnn_ m&. of ﬁm:_

3 ailvestoem: or @ s diy
dovelopment; o (hat aling at mmm“ wilitig or Gowterdiling & person’y agtiong, behavior, unrim
,Sa amn_w_oxn. _..a means of Ramacan ..i; m&mmmﬁgr threat, embarrassment, humiliation,
inaul, infimidations,
6 1o e and go, tepeated
exhibition of obsessive. ncméwm?goﬁ 9, destiictive. jealousy, which is such as 1o
no:ﬁ_ ute 2 mnﬁa:m _:a,mm_o: om R ?u.mu: s wucmnw, :c@.?. ::nm:ﬂw or security; or .Em

15 ?: .ow 37 rfn B CAUAT 4 mnﬁzz S.H@& for : ._.m ot :2 vﬁﬁw and

"eeatiinic ghuse” whick means the unreasohable deprivation of economic or financial
resources td whicha spouse is.entitied under the Jaw, including household necessities
for a spouse Inclnding food, payment of rent i respest of shared residence, destroying
or damaging houschald or propesty pwned bya spouse withina domestic relationship
ar personal gcs&um? pavment of school fees in case of a minog;.




(d) Any action or behavior of domestic violence as defined in this- Adt cominitted in {he
sgence of @ minor fnember of the tamily, and which is likely considered as an abuse
apdinst the S_uoa.ﬂwﬁvnn orany form of injury as-defined herein:

tealous emotion that beads to rage and physical
anther person.

H “Pedrnetive Jeslousy” mesns harhoving
B :

V. Bowey™ under the Bihetitance Rights Law of Liberls, is & giff of money or property given
by a man jo.a family for a present ar fafure bride.

3

is defined as harassment or any act of violencs or harassment
scatving of dowiy el auy time beftre, during or after the

L :59@;? -elated violonoe
o with ghdng of

telated or copnected by bldod, marriage or adoption,

o

“Family relnlionship" moans

Sther by aprtion

LV L PPN T TR L Ry
rnrdinn” o

faps i harm s

fo means taomake owanted or malice

“Fatimidation™ means uttering or conveying s thrsal; or causinga person to recéive a threat,
which Induses fear,

L

e Dontestic Reloions law of Liberis,

Cact of

soe o thireatons s cm domestic ﬁowawnﬁ

o

“Relative” inrelation 1o 2 person, means;

(&) the _,i_uﬂ raether, w?wmﬁrnﬁ .VSE:OH:Q. noz, ng:%ﬁnﬂ stepson, stepdaughter,
; ¢ recson O of it pordings

,{c: e of {Dner spause, or

the brother, sisfet, unizle, munt. digceor pephew ﬁcrﬁ:m—@w the full blood o of the half
blood or S affinity} of thut pesson, or of that person’s spouse ar farmer spotse, o
itcludes, in relation to & person wha is ving or has lived with another person as
hushand and E_.ﬁo,. any person who would fall within paragraph (a) or () if the pdrties
were. married to cach other.

,...mw

wes hodiby foduey™ mesns Dodily vreates & substantial visk of death or
which causes permanent disfigurement, tnconsciousness, extreme pain, or permanent or
protracied loss or impaifment of the fiunctinn of any badily menber or organ as defined in
Section 1.7 of the Penal Law. .

17. “Hexust abifst™ meshs any ¢ \.cmn_aﬁ that abuses, humiliates, depiades or otherwise vielates
the sexnal integrity of the person; intiuding any act or mzqm?;n; act of sexual violence
comprising any behavior that congtituies sexval assault under Sib Section §4.77 of the
wmxa Law, irfespective of the nature of the relationship betwéen the defendant and fhe

rivicty i m_szx 1 Torcing 3 persat [ witness, maipliain or participate i wwatted

ns of istimidation, Sueat, vocreion or the tse of force that causes

e or to use, inany way, _mm E.,.:c_, sexiality; ol SR.._.QES q

=

“Sdeliing means
accosting a person..

stent of repeatedly following,

s affliaion wd wh
wtiom that often eatses death.

#16.21, Gifense

o ant oF amission whith eootms (o
EEE at om.n_iw sm %Eoﬂmn iomnanm.wa_. shal

in g domos
».\_ov%nn as

%%.b, 5 53 \,: T, &1

W.WMS,,M,_._%.%

) thers are pater
payohalogis, prychiairs ” ar T%& oTH mbnsrn _Fantd Hy B&nna in aF anzwrn
i sfter wxamtngtion ofthe victimisurvivoer;

{c} thereare mweﬁw te commit or commitiing acts constituting cconomic abuse;

1 pes defihermaly prevented from ongaging i oany legitimate profession,
QHE&:;F business or agtivity,




{2} the person i mm«.:?ma of the right ro the st and enjoyment of codjugal property or
praperty awned in common;

{£). there are thriats to deprive or-deptiving & person of a tegst right

atrerrehing 6o
swhitite rape by foree Ez a1 o intimidation;

el

{ h} attempling 0 uhlawfully restrict or restricting & persor's treedom of movement or
conduct;

(i harassment;

m_m._,ﬁ: whave the conduct hatms,

the pursan in g

sty to violaiion

may amount 1 demestic vielenes againg 4 person.or o number of acis that
ol wo domestie vielenes,

sgree where ok

Lrgmadis]

as 3 | Bageal] o victenee shall copstitute

81604 Pudishment, Rehehititarion, Finey and Consent
I.  Punishmiem

TRONL

fut A

o vinlgnes comwnltg o
migdemeanor of ;& ?ﬁ a?ﬁ{ and 1§ liable on conviction of 3 fine ag provided for
under Sectipn HL.9(c) of H_E.wm:m_ Law and or imprisobroent not exceeding 6 months,

Ry

{h} The court may fi addiden to imposing a fne of imprisenment, arder the defendant to
pay earapensation o the survivorvietim of an amoent determined by the court.

2. Rehabilitation and E..s s

15 b

W eourt inay;:

{8) require that the defendane atignd . & domesife Violence counsefing or vehabilitation
prograny

(Y dmpose a fine purswan (0 sectiow 502 of the Penal Law of which twenty-five (25)
foreent shall pota the Doesstic Vielenge Survivor/ictms Fund: or

fe} order compensation as provided i the Penal Law,

‘Trefense Fractmder

, 67y ilicit slrog, o auy other siind-2

ate vielenve vide

sl of domnesile viskenge shall be in addition

16 m_._a a:m: At mﬁmnﬂ &a :m_zw am a SEEmEmE to.5eek 8 Protective Order or other civil
remedics.

eittey auddor Modice! Pragiitioner)

l. A practhioner «,13 reasanably suspects that a person under histher care Is g survivorvictim
ol domestic viok Ll shovivorsvicting in the following mdnna:

fay 0 £ ce o the survivorviclimng
(b} Inform the police immediately;

(o} Asoately docomens the medical visitss of the suovivordvictim

i s

uurdver/victhn of the option available within the judicial system;

(o} Make himself of herdel favailable to tesify in court regarding the casewhére nedessary;.

(0 Offer peocedural snd oy assfifance & may be necussary o ahsure the wellbeing of

the survivorfviction, the survivar/victim's representative and otlier witnesses;




=3} _ﬂmno& ihe statement of tho sury Avoridctin or the survivor/victim's reptesentation on
the nature of the aoam,‘.:r SE&FN_

{h} ‘Where & survivardi :&5 or surivor/vichim's representative desires, the statement-on

the naire of domes E anc hall vn tsken by a police officer of the sume sex as
ne ey {5 not svailablo any
HEERY EM? e mtenent W the interest of preserving

m.nn& vificor st
avidenve.

2. The Miniswy of Gender, Children and Secial Protection shafl croate the following victim

remedizs:

() Temporary shéilers for the housing and care of victims/survivars;

wab conrseling and rehabilitation foovicting/survivors;

i victimsservivors.,

i arestraining erder iff
<f iy mx.n or her ahuser aned »:: san_. may include:

& Prodibitlng the abuse from calling: texting, emailing, siatking,
1z, or fArsturhing the victin,

shaved with the victin, whether or _535 home is'ownéd or leased by'the victim,

B16.24. Yusics of Police officery

byt eventthe complalut is éarvied tih g polick officer/police station, the afficer/station shall
do the fnltowing.

() Assist the surviver/ivictim including giving assistance or advice in obtaining shelter
mnd or medicnl assistones;

() Record the medical reference;

ot nhysiul oF 5 s evident, gosure thet the survivarviciim
:_:mi .55 a medieal exatnination and rocgives modical reatment;,

(d) Advise the survivor/vietim of the right 1o apply for tefief under this Ast and options
available within the judicial system,

§16.28, Civic Edueation Required
The Ministty of Gender, Children. and Social Protection shall implement or.cause to be

implemented 2 civic education program on examples of the act or kinds of -acts which are
nrohibited under this Act,

§16:30. Mandatory Reporting

2l

lth oa ?@amzs schop! atithoritles, and social workers zgo have _.mmm%nzm case 8

violenes has 4

§16.31. Biscellaneons provision

®

The Minister of Gender, Children and Social Protectian or designaie shall wotk with the
cebevant anthorities and branches of govémment o %,_a_% m%_cﬁ:ma {racing of training

latfons

el

mieepret and fnplesment this Act not inconsistent herci,
SECTION 2,

This Act shall take effect immediately upon publication in handbills.

ANY LAWT0 THE CONTRARY NOTWITHSTARDING
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